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Exceptional Project Category: Buildings

Vista del Lago High School- Phase 1
Vista del Lago, which in Spanish means “View of the Lake,” is locat-
ed on Broadstone Parkway in Folsom, California.  The school has a
beautiful view overlooking Folsom Lake. Vista del Lago occupies 52
acres and is 168,000sf. 

While some school districts in the area are closing campuses because
of shrinking enrollment, Folsom Cordova Unified is trying to keep
pace with the growing student population.  Like many cities in
Northern California, the area has exhibited phenomenal growth in
the housing market. Builders and developers have been building
homes faster than the surrounding cities can provide the infrastruc-
ture and facilities to support them.  

Due to the amazing growth of the area and the speed at which it has
been developing, the city of Folsom has been struggling to accommo-
date the ever increasing numbers of students in its education facili-
ties. The existing high school is already overflowing with the large
volume of additional students arriving each year. New development
is still in process and the present facilities are unable to support the
additional students created by the existing developments.  

To help meet this demand, district voters recently approved a $750
million school bond -- the largest such bond in county history – to
help pay for $1.7 billion in new schools anticipated in the next quar-
ter-century.  Vista del Lago is one of many schools built to help
relieve the district’s overcrowded schools.

Cost
$75 million

Start date
October 3, 2005                              

Completion date
August 15, 2007

Owner
Folsom Cordova Unified School
District

Construction  Manager
Roebbelen Construction
Management Services Inc.

Vista del Lago will eventually serve 1,500 - 1,800 students. Phase
one is now complete and occupied.   Phase two is still under con-
struction and will include a joint-use library serving students and
the surrounding community, a career/technical education classroom
building and a pool building.  They are scheduled to be completed
in March 2008.

Vista del Lago High School Administration Building

Dougherty Valley High School is located on the corner of Bollinger
Canyon Road and Albion Road in San Ramon.   This school was
financed by developers Shapell and Windmere BLC to meet the edu-
cation needs of the communities they are in the process of building.
This school was also built to complement the homes around them
and match the overall feel of the community.  

A new trend that is emerging in today’s building environment is
developer built or financed schools. Schools are a fabulous home
selling tool and families will pay a premium to be in a good school
district.  New communities can often wait for years, before an over-
burdened city is able to provide a school to meet the needs of a new

Dougherty Valley High School

Aerial view of the new Dougherty Valley High School Cost
$130 million

Start date
July 2005                                        

Completion date
August 27, 2007

Owner
San Ramon Valley Unified School
District

Construction  Manager
Roebbelen Construction
Management Services Inc.

Dougherty Valley High School

development. Without a school in place, it’s harder to sell homes
and a good school makes a community much more attractive to buy-
ers. In the case of a developer built or a financed school, the school
district, community and the developer all win.  Dougherty Valley
High School is one of many, which is a collaboration between the
developer and the school district. 
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John Leichty Middle School
John Leichty Middle School is a striking example both of a creative
use of land and close attention to the needs of the end user.  Leichty
was designed as a three-story school to minimize the building foot-
print of the school buildings while maximizing the amount of indoor
space and outdoor play area.  In addition, the campus design creates
an open-air design conjointly addressing the security and protection
of the students, teachers and staff.

The project site is located in a congestive area within the civic cen-
ter area of Los Angeles. Located on one of the city’s busiest thor-
oughfares, Wilshire Blvd., the logistics of Demolition, Construction
and Community Relations presented unique involvement by all;
strict adherence to CEQA and SWPPPs controls was essential.  The
conclusion:  A successful project, which is embraced by the commu-
nity, speaks well for this integrated teaming effort.

The team participated in identifying various issues as they arose in
partnering to a successful project completion. Back checks on sys-
tems, OAR participation in contractor weekly foreman meetings,
discussions immediately on project disputes as they occurred, all
these elements worked in tandem to integrate QC/QA compliance.

John Leichty Middle School while in development

Cost
$94 million

Start date
December 2004                              

Completion date
June 16, 2007

Owner
Los Angeles Unified School District

Construction  Manager
LAUSD

TDM salutes LAUSD 
on its successful 

construction program!

TDM salutes LAUSD 
on its successful 

construction program!
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Outstanding Achievement

The new Fifth District Appellate Courthouse reflects the dignity and
transparency of the judicial system, by creating a built environment
that is both approachable and welcoming to the public.  Designed as
a modern classic, the building is composed of traditional elements
and modern materials.  Built to be light, airy, and open to the exteri-
or, it is never insular or oppressive.  

A formal processional entry, colonnades, and a loggia comprise the
transparent and accessible entry elevation. The building unfolds as
one approaches the central path, accented by a quiet reflecting pool.
The line between reflection and building is uninterrupted, as views of
the “jewel-box” courtroom, part of the central spine, penetrates the
building’s ringed form.  Although the courthouse has been designed
with heavy security features, no view is sacrificed -- all security fea-
tures are strategically placed to the side, away from view.  The main
lobby’s wood wall presents an inviting warm glow that spills out of
the building when illuminated at night.  A corner stair at Ventura
and “O” Streets, encased in glass, shines as a beacon to the city.

The Courthouse interiors have been arranged to provide an optimal
working environment that encourages collegiality, and provides for
easy way finding.  No interior space is void of a view.  Whether it is a
view to the exterior or a view of the internal courtyards, all office
spaces have direct access to natural daylight; something unique for a
courthouse building.  The two courtyards within the building are
open to the sky and provide an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.
They also offer visual ties to the landscape of the San Joaquin Valley,
and create the backdrop views for the central courtroom space.

Court of Appeal, 5th District, Courthouse

Interior and exterior views of the new Fifth District Appellate Courthouse

The new courthouse was also an exercise in collaboration.  Beyond
the design team, there were several individuals and organizations cru-
cial to the design, development, programming, and ultimately the
construction of the courthouse.

Close collaboration with the building’s users (justices, court clerks,
administrative staff, and the CHP) helped shape the courthouse;
including many of the security features implemented.  Regular meet-
ings and an uninterrupted line of communication with the
Administrative Presiding Justice - James A. Ardaiz, was key to gath-
ering and disseminating information.

Also, the project was the first courthouse built in the State in several
years.  The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) had devel-
oped many guidelines that had not yet been applied on a working
project.  Careful and constant communication with the AOC helped
shape the courthouse, as well as helping the AOC develop more
streamlined procedures for implementing its guidelines.

Cost
$20 million

Start date
November 2005                              

Completion date
October 2007

Owner
State of California, Department of
General Services

Constructor
Harris Construction Co., Inc.

Designer
AC Martin Partners, joint with the
Judicial Council of California
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Bob Roessel, Chairman
SRP
Manager, System Design, E&CS
PO Box 52025, MS XCT315
Phoenix,AZ 85072
Tel: (602) 236-8648 • Fax: (602) 236-5905
Email: bob.roessel@srpnet.com

Lee Willoughby, Vice Chair
Judicial Council of California
Asst. Dir. For Design and Construction
2880 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA  95833
Tel: (916) 263-1493 • Fax: (916) 263-1329
Email: lee.willoughby@jud.ca.gov

Guy Mehula, Treasurer
Los Angeles Unified School District
333 South Beaudry Ave, 23rd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Tel: (213) 241-4811 • Fax: (213) 241-8384
Email: guy.mehula@lausd.net

Glenn Singley, Past Chair
LADWP
Dir.,Water Eng. & Tech. Svcs.
PO Box 51111, Room 1336-B
Los Angeles, CA 90051-0100
Tel: (213) 367-0866 • Fax: (213) 367-3775
Email: glenn.singley@ladwp.com

Mark Stapke, Legal Counsel
Michelman & Robinson, LLP
15760 Ventura Blvd., #500
Encino, CA 91436
Tel: (818) 783-5530 • Fax: (818) 783-5507
Email: mstapke@mrllp.com

Tom Broz
ABS Consulting

Mgr. of  Prog. & CM

300 Commerce Drive, Suite 200

Irvine, CA 92602-1300

Tel: (714) 734-2510 • Fax: (714) 734-4272

Email: tbroz@absconsulting.com

John Carrillo
AT&T

Dir. Corporate RE Property Mgmt.

2600 Camino Ramon, Room 3E451

San Ramon, CA 94583

Tel: (925) 867-8985 • Fax: (925) 901-1007

Email: jc1782@att.com

Graham Dodson
Jacobs Engineering

Vice President, Los Angeles Operations

PO Box 6025, Suite 100

Cypress, CA 90630

Tel: (714) 503-3639 • Fax: (714) 503-3982

Email: graham.dodson@jacobs.com

Larry Eisenberg
Los Angeles Community College Dist.

Executive Director, Facilities P&D

770 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Tel: (213) 891-2366 • Fax: (213) 891-2390

Email: eisenblh@email.laccd.edu

Kenneth Hancock
ExxonMobil

Mechanical Manager

3700 W. 190th Street,Admin Bldg 218 

Torrance, CA 90504

Tel: (310) 212-1778

Kenneth.g.hancock@exxonmobil.com

Neal Horowitz
BP West Coast Products LLC

Maintenance & Engineering Manager

2350 E. 223rd St.

Carson, CA 90810

Tel: (310) 847-5205 • Fax: (310) 847-5475

Email: Neal.horowitz@bp.com

Jim Kilcourse
Amgen, Inc.

Executive Director

One Amgen Center Drive, M/S 38-4-B

Thousand Oaks, CA 91320-1799

Tel: (805) 447-3499 • Fax: (805) 499-9827

Email: jamesk@amgen.com

Phil Kirby
Faithful+Gould

Regional Vice President-Pacific

3020 Old Ranch Parkway, Suite 180

Seal Beach, CA 90740

Tel: (562) 314-4200 x4204

Fax: (562) 314-4201

Email: phil.kirby@fgould.com

Richard Land, P.E.
State of California, DOT

Office of the Director, MS 49

1120 N. Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

Tel: (916) 654-6490 • Fax: (916) 653-1005

Email: richard_land@dot.ca.gov

Ken Lear
AT&T

Director, Planning, Design & Construction

2600 Camino Ramon, Room 3E452

San Ramon, CA 94583

Tel: (925) 823-1070 • Fax: (925) 901-1007

Email: kl2759@att.com

Rick Rusk
Department of General Services

Chief, Project Management Branch

707 Third Street, Suite 3-350 

W. Sacramento, CA 95605

Tel: (916) 376-1717 • Fax: (916) 376-1741

Email: rick.rusk@dgs.ca.gov

James Treadaway
City of Los Angeles

Division Engineer

200 N. Spring St., City Hall, Rm 1400

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Tel: (213) 978-1932 • Fax: (213) 978-1944

Email: jim.treadaway@lacity.org

Gene Waken
Corey Delta Construction

CEO

PO Box 637

Benecia, CA 94510

Tel: (707) 747-7500 • Fax: (707) 745-5619

Email: cd.waken@coreydelta.com

Peter Watts
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Director of Project Development

26569 Community Center Drive

Highland, CA 92346

Tel: (909) 425-3590 x4326

Fax: (909) 864-5256

Email: pwatts@sanmanuel-nsn.gov

Executive Director

Andrew Wiktorowicz, P.E.
Western Council

31320 Via Colinas, Suite 120 

Westlake Village, CA 91362

Tel: (818) 735-4733 • Fax: (818) 735-4738

Email: andy@wccc.org

2008 Board of Directors

Coachella Canal Lining Project
The Coachella Canal Lining Project (CCLP) includes construction
of approximately 35 miles of concrete-lined canal adjacent to the
existing canal including construction of 25 inverted siphon under
crossings of stream channels from Siphon 7 to Siphon 32, six check
structures and a variety of consequential environmental mitigation
measures. Environmental mitigation included cultural resource sur-
veys, mitigation for aquatic and riparian habitat, desert riparian habi-
tat, tree replacement, large mammal monitoring and mitigation mea-
sures, and fishery mitigation. The project will result in a conservation
of 26,000 acre-feet per year of water. 

The Coachella Canal is located in Imperial County in California.
The Coachella Canal branches off from the All-American Canal 16
miles west of Pilot Knob at Drop 1 and travels northwest 123 miles to
the Coachella Valley in Riverside County. The Coachella Canal is
located between the Salton Sea and the Chocolate Mountain range,
serving cities north of the Salton Sea, including Palm Springs, Palm
Desert and Indian Wells. 

Cost
$88.3  million

Start date
January 2006                                   

Completion date
April 6, 2007 

Owner
U.S. Department of the Interior,
Bureau of Reclamation

Construction  Manager
MWH/GEI Consultants, Inc.

Construction of the Coachella Canal Lining Project




